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Mechanisms of Change in the Writing of Frontier Poetry from

the Southern Dynasties to the Tang Dynasty
SHI Xiaokang
(College of Liberal Arts, Yan'an University, Yulin, Yulin, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: Traditional research often attributes the peak of Tang Dynasty frontier poetry to poets'
personal experiences on the frontier, the expansion of themes, and artistic maturity, framed within
a linear evolutionary historical perspective. In contrast, Southern Dynasties frontier poetry is often
dismissed as "imitative and hollow," serving merely as a precursor. This paper breaks through this
"experience-centric" paradigm by analyzing the imaginative mechanisms of the Southern
Dynasties' "paper expeditions," the documentary characteristics of the Northern Dynasties'
"infiltration of experience," and the creative transformation of the Tang Dynasty's "intertextuality
of personal experience and environment." It reveals that the frontier poetry of both the Southern
and Northern Dynasties collectively formed the literary foundation for the brilliance of Tang
poetry. The interaction between the imaginative tradition of the Southern Dynasties and the
experiential writing of the Northern Dynasties enabled Tang poets to master mature techniques for
frontier poetry creation, even without personal experience on the frontier.

Keywords: Southern Dynasties frontier poetry; Northern Dynasties frontier poetry; Tang Dynasty
frontier poetry; writing transformation
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